Zion United Church of Christ
816 Faraon Street
St. Joseph, MO 64501
(816) 232-7009
Whoever you are,
wherever you are on life's journey,
you are welcome here!

Pastor’s Musings
After this manner therefore pray ye:
Our Father which art in heaven, Hallowed be thy name.
10

Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done in earth, as it is in heaven.
11
12

13

Give us this day our daily bread.

And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil: For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.
Matthew 6:9-13

During our Fall season, we are engaging in a season of Prayer. The children with Shelley
Kirschner have made us prayer candles to take home and give to friends and family. We
are encouraging everyone to pray or meditate every day. Many people have memorized the
LORD’s Prayer as seen here in the King James Version in the book of Matthew. Saying the
LORD’s Prayer every day, or more than once per day is a good starting point for many
people. If the language is not useful to you, consider re-framing the words into language
which is more helpful to you. A frequently used Muslim version of a translation of this text
begins with a celebration and expansion of “Our Father” into “Creator of the Universe…”
some who enjoy a more expanded view of where we find God may expand “Who art in
Heaven” into “who is in me, and everywhere.” Or you may practice lexio divina and breath
prayer by choosing one word and repeating it on each inhale and exhale of breath. For example: “Hallowed.” Or practice breath prayer by breathing in and saying, “hallowed” and
breathing out saying “be thy Name,” or “Forever” and “Amen". Amen!
Much Love, Kimi
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Upcoming Events
Daylight savings time starts November 4.
Please remember to turn your clock back
one hour.

THE KITCHEN AT ZION. Pending final approval from the city, the kitchen at Zion is ready to open. We
have installed a new ceiling, painted and repaired the stove so both ovens work. The city has informed us that we are the only commercial rental kitchen that they are aware in the city. The kitchen
is available for rent by cooks, bakers, those who want to cater, food classes, etc. We hope the kitchen
will provide needed revenue for the church as part of our revival campaign. If you know of anyone
interested in renting an approved commercial kitchen, contact the church or Bill Luce (232-5162) for
further information.
The church is also continuing to look at conversation of rooms within the church for office space as
well as different uses for the parsonage. In addition we are still accepting donations for our stewardship campaign with New Beginnings. We are also looking for those who wish to rent our gym as well
as our fellowship hall. Another historic preservation workshop is being planned for December and will
be hosted by our church. Hopefully these positive steps are a sign that the church is on the road to
recovery.

Yoga Teacher Training Class November 17 & 18 (8 to 5)
Steph Abbot will be teaching yoga teacher training at Zion one weekend a month for the next six
months. Along with this, she is offering a yoga class open to the public, with proceeds going to Zion.
Steph Abbott with St. Joseph Give Back Community Yoga Project will be teaching a Community yoga
class.
Donation Yoga Class open to all levels on October 13th 9:30—10:30 am at Zion UCC. Donation
$5.00 per person. All proceeds go to Zion UCC. All are welcome., no one will be turned away. We look
forward to seeing you.

Messenger— November

Thank You
Ladies,
I found such great comfort in knowing that your ministry had been praying for me
through my sickness.
I also appreciated the prayer quilt you made me. My lab results are coming back normal.
I am praising God for that and wonderful people like you!
Thank you!!! God Bless each and every one of you.
Elaine Pettyjohn

We wanted to again extend our thanks for the use of your parking lot.
We were able to hos “Voices of the Past” and over 400 people! We appreciate your
neighborly kindness.
Thank you,
Marci Bennett and Gracia Pinzino
St. Joseph Convention and Visitors Bureau

Dear Zion Quilters,
Thank you so much for the prayer quilt. It came at a time I was feeling low and it boosted
my moral tremendously. to know there are people who don’t even know me who care.
Again, thank you so much for the lovely, beautiful quilt. Is much appreciated.
Sincerely, Joyce Delk
Donations toward the future of Zion have been
made by the following::
Margo Prentiss & Tom Crowley
We are very grateful for all donations received .
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ZION NEWS
Published in Micah 6:8
A Social Justice Newsletter of the Downtown Faith Community

PRAYER QUILTS AT ZION UCC
From its earliest times, mid-1850's, the people of Zion have been concerned about issues in their
world. Historic records indicate Zion was an abolitionist congregation. Its first building (which burned
to the ground from a roofing repair accident before St. Joseph had a fire department) included a
church, parsonage, and school. From my own experience I can recall how, in World War II, I learned in
Sunday School about the
internment of United States citizens with Japanese backgrounds. FORWARD to 2008: Zion (by a unanimous vote) became "open and affirming". Much more recently Zion
led the way in forming SAINT JOSEPH PRIDE. Many persons in the community today know us as "the
stone church downtown at the top of 9thStreet hill. They are the ones that made my prayer quilt."
Prayer quilting at Zion began in 2001, an outgrowth of a project of the Missouri Mid-South Conference
of the United Church of Christ. An out-reach committee that year entrusted each congregation with
$100 stockseed funding to develop a new project/program for themselves. Anna Lennington, now of
Rochester, Minnesota, had heard of prayer quilts and investigated the concept. She led its creation at
Zion. The funding helped supply the batting; interested persons in the congregation supplied material
for the 5 1/2 inch squares and yarn for knots. Operations today are similar, except that quilt material
comes also from many, many non-church sources. Currently we are working on #1521, 1522, 1523.....
When a quilt has had yarn for knots inserted BUT NOT TIED at each patch corner, it is placed in the
sanctuary on Sunday morning and worshipers are asked to "tie a knot and say a prayer" for the quilt's
recipient: older, younger, no particular criteria. No fees are charged, only a request is needed: illness, accidents, stress. Some local, some national, and even foreign neighbors. Recently the prayer
quilt group worked with the group at Zion that monthly provides supper and activities children and
their Moms from the Abuse Shelter at the YWCA. Last month one of the mothers confided that her
daughter, 10, would next week be having surgery at Children's Mercy, her fourth, for club feet and
kneecap problems. It took some scrambling but there was a prayer quilt for the girl to take with her.
An addition to our product line is a Prayer Tote, a small bag that can be attached to a walker, enabling a
person to have "stuff" easily at hand. Of interest is the name plate sewed on the quilt back: "Look, it's
even got my name." Anyone interested in helping is invited: Thursdays, 9 until (about) 2 o'clock. 816341-4037 or 816-232-7009. Zionchurchoffice@yahoo.com.

Submitted by Lora Crowley
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A letter to the UCC Family of Faith: We can’t let evil prevail
This call to action comes from the Conference Minister of the Penn Northeast Conference UCC, with the
affirmation of the denomination’s National Officers and the Rev. David Ackerman, Conference Minister of
the Penn West Conference UCC.
The news over the past weeks has revealed an undercurrent of hate within our culture and our country.
Between the assumption that immigrants walking nearly 2,000 miles seeking asylum are seen as a threat
to our security; the pipe bombs mailed to those who oppose our current political administration; the massacre of 11 Jewish citizens during services at Tree of Life Synagogue in Pittsburgh; and the shooting of an
African American man and woman in a grocery store after a failed attempt to enter a church of Black worshippers, it is hard to find cause for hope in our nation.The rhetoric of hate and divisiveness calls for a response from the faith community. While we should not advocate for candidates or political parties, we
must advocate for justice, humanitarian treatment of our neighbors, and for safety in our places of worship. We are a diverse nation and until recently that diversity has been seen as a strength. We, in the
Church, must stand as moral authorities proclaiming peace and hope, compassion and justice.
Wherever and whenever you have the opportunity to provide wisdom and comfort, inspiration and compassion, I urge you to do so. To be silent is to let evil prevail and we, as people of faith, cannot do that, any
more than Jesus could do it in his time and culture. Find a way to bring peace and hope to your faith communities, your communities, our state and our nations.
Today we are asking our members to write prayer notes or notes of compassion to our siblings at Tree of
Life Synagogue in Pittsburgh. Mail them from your local church to them at 5898 Wilkins Ave, Pittsburgh, PA
15217.
Participate in a vigil or a peaceful worship process in any one of your communities and if there isn’t one,
please plan one.
If you are able, this would be a wonderful way to demonstrate solidarity with our Jewish siblings.
By all means pray but above all do not fail to speak out or to act. As Martin Niemöller wrote:
“First they came for the Jews and I did not speak out because I was not a Jew.
Then they came for the Communists and I did not speak out because I was not a Communist.
Then they came for the trade unionists and I did not speak out because I was not a trade unionist.
Then they came for me and there was no one left to speak out for me.”
We are called to be people of prayer, but we are also called to remember that “The Spirit of the LORD is on
me, because he has anointed me to proclaim good news to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim freedom
for the prisoners and recovery of sight for the blind, to set the oppressed free (Luke 4:18). May we each
and all do our part to make our communities, state and nation places of hope and peace.
Faithfully,
The Rev. Bonnie Bates
Conference Minister, Penn. Northeast Conference United Church of Christ
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LITURGIST

November Birthdays

Volunteer needed
2 Lora Ellen Crowley

Usher
Volunteer needed

2 Richard Bangerter
9 Susan Eiman

Communion Prep

21 Jaycie Smith

Betty Davis

25 Diana Maag

Visit our website!
https://
zionuccsaintjoseph.com

26 Cooper Bald
Anniversaries for November
18 Bill and Margaret Bangerter
Agape Dinner Nov. 18
Turkey provided . Please
bring a covered dish for
our Thanksgiving meal.

Messenger deadline is the 20th of each month. If your item is received after the 20th, it will not be included until the following
month.
Submit items electronically to zionchurchoffice@yahoo.com OR
place items in the basket on the counter in the church office.
Thank you.
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28

10:30 Worship

9:45 Bell Choir

Quilting 9:00 am

30

27

25 9:00 Choir

26

6:00 pm

Agape Dinner

29

Wedding 11:00am

Wedding rehearsal
Happy Thanksgiving

9:45 Bell choir

21

24

20

23

19

Kovacs-Brown

8-5 plus Sunday 18th

Yoga Training

17

SUPPER 6:30pm

10

3

SAT

22

16

9

2

FRI

18 9:00 Choir

15

Quilting 9:00 am

8

Quilting 9:00 am

1

THU

YWCA 5-6:30

14

7

WED

Council Meeting

13

6

TUE

Quilting 9:00 am

12

5

MON

9:45 Bell Choir

11 9:00 Choir

9:45 Bell choir

9:00 Choir

4 Communion

SUN

November 2018

