Zion United Church of Christ
816 Faraon Street
St. Joseph, MO 64501
(816) 232-7009
Whoever you are,
wherever you are on life's journey,
you are welcome here!

Pastor’s Musings
The commandments, “You shall not commit adultery; You shall not murder; You shall not steal; You
shall not covet”; and any other commandment, are summed up in this word, “Love your neighbor as
yourself.” Love does no wrong to a neighbor; therefore, love is the fulfilling of the law.
Romans 13:9-10

Our focus for the Summer is an exploration of Divine Grace. Divine Grace is centered on the Love of God. In light of the use
of the misuse Romans 13 by a member of our government in ways that have been denounced by our denomination, the
United Church of Christ, the Presbyterian Church USA, the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ), the United Methodist
Church, the Episcopal Church, a Roman Catholic Archbishop and the Roman Catholic Church, and many other theologically
responsible denominations, this month you are encouraged to read the whole of Romans 13, and even the whole of Romans. The Love of God is expressed eloquently here in the New Standard Revised Translation of the Bible’s realization of the
words of first century theologian, pastor, and scholar Paul formerly known as Saul of Tarsus. Paul’s ministry as one of the
first significant theologians of the movement of the Way, which we know now as Christianity, was rooted in God’s Grace,
forgiveness, and Divine Love. Famously struck down and blinded on the road by God, God’s own self, he was able to in his
blindness see what he could not with two good eyes. His sight was restored by one whom he previously had sinned against
and persecuted through God’s Divine healing. Saul became Paul and began a new life in Christ who saves him and is in the
constant act of saving and redeeming all of God’s Good Creation even unto this current place and time. Saul, who became
Paul went from being a person born into privilege as a Roman Citizen and a member of a highly educated and regarded
group of scholars who were authorities of both government and society. Saul was a person who lived well in his appointed
place in the culture he was born into and raised in. Paul struggles with authority in the whole of Romans 13. When he delineates respecting the culture and rules of the Roman society he lives in, he is expanding and explaining what Jesus said,
“render unto Caesar what is Caesar’s and unto the LORD what is the LORD’s” [Adonai, the convention when referring to G*d
in texts whenever the Holy unpronounceable name for G*d appears in texts in Hebrew] not taking the Roman law of the
Divinity of the Roman Emperors and expecting followers of the Way, who were, by their very existence breaking that law.
Yet problematic translation and readings of this text have been used to claim that slavery and every other kind of injustice
understand that part of this tradition, based in the wisdom tradition, in which he is also trained, includes posing questions
and seemingly opposite ideas and then seeking a resolution. When the summation of the law is Love, and explicitly love of
neighbor, then it is very clear that a cultural law and or practice that goes against this highest love is wrong. Remember we
are a people of Love, and as Dr. Cornel West is famously quoted as saying, “Never forget that justice is what love looks like
in public."
Much Love,
Kimi
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Zion News
A Note from our neighbor, Convention and Visitors Bureau:
Dear Zion Council,
Thank you for your generosity in sharing your parking lot with us for our Tree Planting Ceremony with
the International President of Rotary. It was a great success.
Kind Regards,
CVB Staff

Soles for Christ
Zion’s last day to drop shoes will be July 29. Shoe give away at AFK-CIO is scheduled for Aug.6 and Aug
7 from 8 am to 4 pm
And again on Tuesday, August 7, from 8 am to 6 pm. Shoe sizes needed include toddler 5-10, youth 116 and all adult sizes. Monetary donations are used to buy shoes when we run out of a size and for special needs.. Socks are also accepted and will be offered while supplies last.

<-

We will be worshiping in the cool comfort of the Fellowship Hall starting June 3. This
will last to the end of August.
Please enter on the 9th street side thru the glass doors.

Also, please let Kimi and Susan know what your favorite hymns are so that we can all enjoy singing them together!
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ZION NEWS
Vacation Bible School
VBS is scheduled for July 30—August 2 at
Francis St. First United Methodist Church
We would love to have some volunteers
from Zion.
Zion is responsible for dinner on Monday
night
Online Registration available at:
https://vbspro.events/p/f89db9

YWCA night at Zion July 19th

Reminder for Christmas in July - Moved to October date to be determined
Donations needed for Christmas in July. Items needed are Christmas trees, wreaths and decorations.
Also, volunteers to decorate the trees and wreaths. Volunteers could be families, group of friends
or individual. Trees and wreaths could be decorated in different themes such as Royals, Chiefs, MU, KU,
Christmas, anything you can think of. If you have items for the gift baskets Andy will put them together
for you in at basket.
Special thanks to Andy and Larry from the Cabbage Roll for helping with this event. Donations can be
dropped off at church on Sunday or Tuesday and Thursday from 9 to 3.
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Help is needed for the cleaning of Fellowship Hall, kitchen foyer and bathrooms on the
1st floor.
If you have a little extra time and can just do one thing it would be greatly
appreciated. Contact the church office

The Council and the Visioning Team have started looking to find ways to have the church
property help raise funds to continued operation of the church. We had Ron Gaus come
over from St. Louis County and he provided us with some advice on how we could use
our kitchen as well as renting out parts of our church. We also met with Lisa Rock and
Lauren Manning who gave us some ideas on renting out parts of the church as well as
hosting tours and special events. We had a meeting with the St Joe Visitor and Convention Bureau and have set up a plan to have tour groups come through Zion. Our church
is very historic and beautiful and in their opinion would make a good tourist stop. Any
group interested in German history would be taken to the Cabbage Roll following the
tour of Zion. We also had a meeting with the Downtown Merchants Association and
they felt our church was a good candidate to rent out space. They were very impressed
with our gym. We will continue to explore and implement any plans that would generate
revenue for the church. The Visioning Team and the Council would welcome any ideas
regarding these matters. Please feel free to contact any one of us.
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July Birthdays

LITURGIST
Volunteer needed

1

Sharon Luce

15 Charlene Leslie

Usher

Braeden Elifrits

Volunteer needed

16 Sam Crowley
Communion Prep

21 Ann Lennington

Jim Maag

23 Kat Crowley
24 Margaret Bangerter

Visit our website!

26 Norman Boring

https://zionuccsaintjoseph.com

William Medley
30

AGAPE DINNER
July 15

Julian Brown

Anniversaries for June
12 Clay and Lisa Elifrits
13 Jim and Diana Maag
25 Lloyd and Lora Rose Nunn

Messenger deadline is the 20th
of each month. If your item is received
after the 20th, it will not be included
until the following month.
Submit items electronically to zionchurchoffice@yahoo.com OR
place items in the basket on the counter
in the church office. Thank you.
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13
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9
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9:00 am Quilting

Communion

2
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10:30 Worship

8

Church will be held
in sanctuary
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1
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July 2018
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21
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