Zion United Church of Christ
816 Faraon Street
St. Joseph, MO 64501
(816) 232-7009
Whoever you are,
wherever you are on life's journey,
you are welcome here!

Pastor’s Musings
My dear, dear friends, if God loved us like this, we certainly ought to love each
other. No one has seen God, ever. But if we love one another, God dwells deeply
within us, and his love becomes complete in us—perfect love!
1 John 4: 11-12 from the Message

The folks and friends of Zion United Church of Christ continue as a people demonstrating God’s Love
and Compassion. In February we shared and showed our love in worship each Sunday and on our collaborative worship with First Presbyterian Church and First Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) and in
our 160th Anniversary Worship and Celebration with our Conference Minister and special guest preacher the Rev. Dr. Ginny Brown Daniel and friends from partner churches and organizations. Zion’s history
as a church founded by justice oriented immigrants from Germany with a history as abolitionists to it’s
openness to racial justice as an unsegregated church in the heavily divided mid twentieth century are
astonishing and humbling. We as Zion Church have been through difficult and troubling times, and have
come through them with concern for others driven by God’s Love. Zion has always operated with a
quiet grace. Even Zion’s status as an Open and Affirming church of the United Church of Christ and history of calling Donna Ross, the Missouri Mid-South’s first Transgender Pastor was accomplished with a
modest and practical and people oriented sense of what is right and what is loving. As we continue our
Lenten Journey this year, heading through March and culminating with a joyful celebration of Easter on
April 1st. Yes, Ash Wednesday was on Valentine’s Day and Easter will be on April Fool’s Day. We live in
troubling and turbulent times, but we also live in hopeful and promising times. So we continue in love,
companionship, and compassion.
Much Love,
Kimi
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Thank you
Psalm 138:8 The Lord will perfect that which concerns you. What an awesome promise. Joe and I wish
to tell how grateful we are for our quilts. It was very uplifting for us. He finished his 28 radiation treatments and on the 16th, we will get results of cure.
I was diagnosed with bone on bone both knees. Took a shot in hip for pain a week ago, but it hasn’t
worked yet. Surgery isn’t first on list due to lipodema in my legs. It has been a good winter to stay in
doors. Praying God gives me a miracle—or—recipe for this condition. Thank you ladies so much.
Joe and Colene Pankau

Dear Zion Church Quilting Ladies,
How truly blessed I feel to have received this lovely prayer quilt! Your prayers for me are very appreciated. This is a difficult journey I am on, but I also know it is God’s will. Thank you all so very much for your
love, compassion and prayers.
Love,
Gloria Crouch

Easter Schedule

March 25- -Palm Sunday—Music Sunday (Zion Church)
March 28—Maundy Thursday—First Christian
March 30 — Good Friday—First Presbyterian
April 1—Easter Sunday—Zion Church

Save the Date

YWCA Night at Zion

April 28 Trivia Night at Zion

March 15 we will be celebrating St.
Pat’s Day with dinner and special
activities. From 5:00 to 6:30 All help
is welcomed.

Christmas in July date pending!
Messenger - March 2018

"How about a quilt for ....." is a familiar statement on most any Thursday at Zion.

Two recent requests are rather special:
The first is from Brenda Norton's (Joyce Adams' daughter) neighbor in North
Carolina. Thia neighbor received a quilt herself a few years ago and now would like to
request one for her mother, Berniece, 94 years old, who is facing brain surgery.
The other quilt will be going to St. Louis. It is for Irma, the 90 year old mother of
Gail who has been office manager for the Missouri Mid-South Conference of the United
Church of Christ. Gail is changing occupations; she is assuming the role of caregiver for
her Mom. She commented in an e-mail that for Zion to care about someone they
really don't know lifted her heart and that we can send the quilt to the conference office
and Ginny would see that it is delivered.
Speaking of "Ginny", the Conference Minister who visited Zion February 25th as
we celebrated our 160TH ANNIVERSARY (Aren't the shirts neat!), her "WooHoo" and
outstretched arms expressed surprise and appreciation when Shelley and Kimi presented
the quilt created for her.
Ginny (Brown-Daniels) , with a hug, liked the symbolism shown in the quilt patches:
A white cross was the center logo, surrounded by cats (her most pampered pets, both in St.
Louis and Houston), pencils and tablets for Christian Education, sea creatures for caring
for the environment, hearts for love, and three John Deere squares in the bottom right
hand to note there are many rural churches in the Conference.
Our "thank you" to Stephanie for the neat power point presentation of Zion's history.
That was a fitting "cap bundle" for the day.
Whenever you have a name for a quilt, please give the information to Nancy Belcher.
Her telephone: 816-617-4460.
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ZION NEWS
Your voice matters!
On Wednesday, Feb. 28th, E4E attended the St. Joseph Persisterhood meeting,
which addressed the topics of toxic waste in St. Joseph and the upcoming March
for Our Lives Rally.
We were shocked to discover that a local business owner is storing an
exorbitant amount of toxic waste material on-site in various locations around
town (and in violation of court orders and city ordinances) . These buildings are in
disrepair and pose a significant threat to his employees, residents in the area,
and the environment. The Ecumenical Eco-Justice organization (EEJ) is working
with the local government, the EPA, and the Department of Justice to enforce
compliance. You are invited to attend the EEJ’s next meeting on 3/22 at 7 p.m.
at MWSU in Spratt 214. Typically EEJ meets on the 3rd Thursdays of the month
at First Presbyterian Church.
In addition, a representative from Mom’s Demand Action for Gun Sense in
America shared alarming gun law legislation that our state government is proposing. In conjunction with the national rally, St. Joseph will hold a March for
Our Lives Rally on March 24th beginning at 9 a.m. More details forthcoming.
E4E is planning to participate. If you are interested in joining us, please notify
Stephanie Crowley or email the church office.
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Zion celebrates 160 years!
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Fond Memories of Zion
We invite you to share you memories from Zion
We will be featuring a story every month

My Fond Memories of Dr. Frederick Stoerker
I count it a great privilege to write something about my Pastor, Dr. Frederick Stoerker. He has been
a great influence in my life. My mother, Alice Mossmann made it a given that I would go to Confirmation. I did not really want to go as I was not fond of Sunday School at that time.
But an important change came into my life, guided by Dr. Stoerker through Confirmation. I grew to
be a follower of Jesus. and I became ever so active in Zion and in my future churches. He also encouraged me to go beyond the local church and become active in Ecumenical efforts such as Church
World Service, Crop Walks and the Christian Youth Council of St. Joseph, plus the state work. For
which I am most grateful.
I am forever grateful that my mother saw that I go to Confirmation, and that it opened the door for
me to grow in my faith in the message of Jesus, as taught by Dr. Stoerker. We had Confirmation for
two years at that time. I wanted to continue when the two years were done. I was confirmed on
Palm Sunday in 1946. From a person who did not want to go to church, I became a person who
could not be kept away. How grateful I am!!
Dr. Stoerker was a very kind man, very dignified and gentle. He was a scholarly teacher of our Evangelical heritage, and I revered him.
Dr. Stoerker, his wife, Hilda, and their children, son, C.Frederick , and daughter Eleanor were all devoted persons of the church.
As a side note, I also pay tribute to the faithful people of Glenn and Margaret Dunford, and Ada and
Herman Gemmer, who led our wonderful Youth Fellowship and taught our Senior High Sunday
School class. We had about 15 very active members of our fellowship. Several of us went each year
to Sunflower Conference at Bethany College in Lindsborg, KS. or to Senior Youth Forums at Crete
College in Nebraska. Those were wonderful years of fellowship, faith development and youth projects.
Praise God from whom all blessings flow!
Norma (Mossmann) Klemme
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Zion News
Members of Zion Church,
Thank for allowing me to use the crib room in the church as a space to tutor students. Through the
Kirschner Scholarship, I am working on becoming an Academic Language Therapist, utilizing the Take
Flight Program, to help students specifically with dyslexia. This month, I am also attending my first
course on MNRI method for reflex integration. Reflex integration helps to retrain dysfunctional reflexes. Reflex Integration has been shown to help those with learning disabilities, PTSD, dyslexia, ADHD,
and autism, along with many other conditions. I am very excited to incorporate these exercises with
my students, or with others who may benefit from this service.
Sincerely,
Jamie Davis

Dear Zion Family,
Thanks to the generosity of the Kirschner Scholarship, I have been able to continue my education in the
field of natural health and wellness. I have been a student of Trinity School of Natural Health since 2015
and recently graduated from the Certified Natural Health Professional program. Currently I am enrolled
in the Doctor of Naturopathy program, which I hope to complete at the end of this year.
This past fall, I opened my business and am currently occupying an office in the church. For more
information, visit my website at https://CNHPStephanie.weebly.com.
Health & Happiness,
Stephanie Crowley, CNHP

A Big Thank You to everyone who helped clean,
brought food, played hand bells, sang in the choir, played
special music, came to the Sunday service and dinner.
With everyone helping and being present it make the celebration very special and showed what we can do working
together.
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March Birthdays

LITURGIST
Volunteer needed

5 Lori DeShon
6 Linda Stenger

Usher
Volunteer needed

11 Betty Davis
16 Cooper Elifrits

Communion Prep
Betty Davis

17 Sandra Crowley
17 Lloyd Nunn
30 Jack Corcoran

Visit our website!
https://zionuccsaintjoseph.com

AGAPE DINNER March 18, 2018
Potato Bar

30 Martha Crowley
Anniversaries for February
26 George and Shelley
Kirschner

Messenger deadline is the 20th
of each month. If your item is received
after the 20th, it will not be included
until the following month.
Submit items electronically to zionchurchoffice@yahoo.com OR
place items in the basket on the counter
in the church office. Thank you.
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10:30 Worship

9:00 Choir

27

MO River Rollers

E4E mtg 6:30-8:00 9:00am Quilting

28

29

26

22

25

21

MO River Rollers

20

Agape Dinner

19

YWCA Night

9:00 am Quilting

9:00 Choir

15

9:00 am Quilting

8

9:00 am Quilting

1

THU

E4E mtg 6:30-8:00 9:00 am Quilting

14

7

WED

10:30 Worship

18

10:30 Worship

12

13

9:00 Choir

9:00 Choir

11

6

TUE

Pet Meeting
6:00pm

5

MON

Communion

4

SUN

FRI

10

3

SAT

Good Friday

30

23

16

31

March for Our
Lives 9:00 am

24

17

Wedding Rehears- Wedding 2:00 to
al
5:00pm

9

2

March 2018

